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A VISIT TO A JE
WISH PLACE OF WORSHIP

SINGERS HILL SYNAGOGUE

Ellis 
Street, B

irm
ingham B1 1HL

Welcome to Singers Hill S
ynagogue

This s
ynagogue was d

esig
ned by th

e arch
itect, 

Henry Y
eoville

 

Thomason (1826-1901) and co
mpleted in 1856. H

e later 

desig
ned Birm

ingham Museum and Art G
allery. 

Singers H
ill, 

known as a
 ‘Cathedral Synagogue’, is

 the largest V
icto

rian 

syn
agogue sti

ll in
 daily u

se in the UK. Synagogue co
mes fr

om 

the Greek w
ord for assembly. Synagogues a

re where Je
wish

 

people co
me to pray a

nd also
 to meet each other.

Singers H
ill is

 an Orthodox S
ynagogue. O

rthodox J
ews p

ractis
e 

Jewish
 Law as w

ritte
n in the Five

 Books 
of M

oses. T
hese are 

writte
n in Hebrew which

 is 
one of th

e languages o
f Is

rael, 

spoken by J
ews.  

Jews s
how great re

spect f
or th

e Holy O
ne 

and use the word HaShem which
 is 

Hebrew for The Name.

CHILDREN’S SYNAGOGUE

When people face the Ark t
hey a

re facin
g east in

 the directio
n of Je

rusalem, th
e ca

pital of Is
rael. 

‘Ark’ co
mes fr

om Aron Kodesh which
 means ‘H

oly C
abinet’. I

t is
 named after th

e wooden ch
est w

hich
 

held the sto
ne tablets o

n which
 were writte

n the Te
n Commandments a

nd 613 laws g
ive

n to Moses 

on Mount Sinai in
 Egypt over 3000 ye

ars a
go. The Ark c

ontains th
e Torah Scrolls. To

rah means 

‘teaching’ in Hebrew.  T
he Scro

lls t
ell th

e sto
ry o

f th
e Je

ws fr
om the firs

t Je
w, Abraham, to

 the arriv
al 

of th
e Je

ws in
 the Promise

d Land led by M
oses w

ho had taken them out of sl
avery i

n Egypt.

The Ten 

Commandments 

are rules fo
r liv

ing 

a good life
.

This H
ebrew writin

g

in English
 means


“Know before whom you 

stand”.

Jewish
 people know they 

are sta
nding before 

HaShem and His L
aw.


Hebrew is 
writte

n fro
m 

right to
 left.

The Everla
sting Light 

(“N
er Ta

mid” in
 Hebrew), 

represents H
aShem’s li

ght 

over H
is L

aw.


Star o
f D

avid This h
exagon 

of in
tertw

ined tria
ngles h

as 

become a sy
mbol of th

e 

Jewish
 Community. 

Today 

it a
ppears o

n the National 

Flag of Is
rael.


Curta
in outside of th

e Ark 

This is
 a sig

n of re
spect fo

r 

the To
rah Scrolls i

nsid
e.


A VISIT TO BIRMINGHAM BUDDHIST VIHARA

DHAMMA TALAKA PAGODA, 

29-31 Osler Street, Ladywood, Birmingham B16 9EU

A Vihara is a Buddhist temple where 

everyone can find peace and contentment.

Buddhism is one of the world’s largest 

religions. There are over 500 million 

Buddhists across the 

globe.

In 1975, Dr Rewata 

Dhamma, an 

international scholar, 

was invited to 

Birmingham where he 

established a Buddhist 

pagoda. It i
s a place 

where Buddhists can 

hear the teachings of 

Buddha, perform 

ceremonies and meditate. In addition to the pagoda, there is also a monastery 

where the monks live and an academy where people can learn about the 

teachings of Buddha. 

THE STORY OF THE BUDDHA

About 2600 years ago, an Indian prince called Siddartth
a Gautama said  

goodbye to his family, a
ll his possessions and a life

 of luxury in his palace in 

north India to become a holy man. He was shocked by seeing the suffering 

of old people, the sick and the dying outside the palace. He wanted to find a 

way of ending suffering. 

Guided by holy men, he denied himself fo
od and drink but this made him ill. 

He realised that it 
was a mistake not to look after himself. T

he problem of 

suffering would not be solved by going to extremes. He vowed to find a 

‘Middle Way’. He spent many days meditating (concentrating), thinking 

deeply about the meaning of life
, while sittin

g in the shade of a Bodhi tre
e. 

He found the tru
th about life

. He became enlightened. He saw that th
e 

path to reduce suffering is through wisdom, morality and meditation. He 

became The Buddha. He was a great teacher and those who follow his main 

teachings are known as Buddhists.
‘May everyone be well, h

appy and peaceful’ – the Buddha

The Dhamma Telaka Pagoda was 

opened in 1998. The design is based on 

a traditional pagoda (known as a stupa) 

found in Myanmar  (w
hich used to be 

called Burma). This is shown in red on 

the map. The countries shown in yellow, 

orange and red are where Buddhism is 

the main religion.

EXPLORING BIRMINGHAM BUDDHIST VIHARA

Dr Rewata Dhamma

Monastery and Dr Rewata 

Dhamma Academy

Myanmar

China

India

https://birm
ingham-faith-visits.theartssociety.org/
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A VISIT TO A CHRISTIAN PLACE OF WORSHIP

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL

Colmore Row  Birmingham   B3 2QB

Welcome to St Philip’s Cathedral in Birmingham

B-0irmingham is known as the ‘Second City’ of the United Kingdom - second to London. A 

thousand years ago, Birmingham used to be a village. As it grew and many trades were developed, 

people moved from the countryside to find work. Birmingham needed another church in which 

Christians could worship because, by 1700, the population had grown to 15,000.

The Phillips family gave some land on top of a hill for a new 

church to be built. The church was designed by an architect, 

Thomas Archer, who was inspired by grand designs he had seen 

in churches when he travelled to Italy as a young man.

This wonderful church opened in 1715. It w
as called St Philip’s 

in honour of the family. The town continues to grow and nearly 

200 years later, the church became a cathedral in a town that 

became a city.

Birmingham was 

known as the ‘City of 

1,000 trades’. It w
as 

famous for metalwork 

and jewellery.Today, 

over one million people 

from many different 

cultures have made 

Birmingham their 

home.

The Bell To
wer at the west end.

North Prospect W
.Westley 1732. Photo R.Jones

The Bishop of Birmingham was 

appointed by the Queen to take 

charge of the Diocese of 

Birmingham. A Diocese is a district 

of the Church of England. This 

diocese was created in 1905 and 

stretches beyond Birmingham to 

include nearly 200 churches. Every 

Diocese has a cathedral as its main 

church. In 1905, St Philip’s Church 

became Birmingham Cathedral.

The Bishop attends ceremonies in the 

cathedral when he wears special robes 

and a headdress called a mitre. He 

carries a staff which is the symbol of 

a ‘Good Shepherd’. In the cathedral, 

the Bishop has a throne which is 

called a cathedra. Can you see 

the mitre on the Birmingham 

Diocese Coat of Arms?

The Dean is in
 charge of the cathedral. 

Here is D
ean Matt Thompson who leads a 

team of cle
rgy, st

aff and volunteers at the 

cathedral. They su
pport everyone who 

worships here. They 

organise the calendar of 

service
s and special 

events, lo
ok after this 

beautiful building and 

work cl
osely w

ith 

organisations in the city
 

and people of other 

faiths.

The Diocese of Birmingham and the Bishop

The Cathedral and the Dean

A VISIT TO A SIKH GURDWARA served by 

GURU NANAK NISHKAM SEWAK JATHA 

18-20 Soho Road, Handsworth, Birmingham B21 9BH

WELCOME TO THE GURDWARA!

A guiding motto for the Sikh way of life is: Pray, Work and Share.

The Gurdwara (sometimes spelt Gurudwara) is a 

Sikh place of worship. It is open to visitors of any 

faith, culture, gender or background. ‘Sikh’ means 

life-long learner or disciple. The gurdwara is like a 

school to remind us of life’s greater purpose. Sikhs 

come here to learn the values of being prayerful, 

hardworking and selfless, by listening to wise 

teachings, singing God’s praises and serving 

Gods’ creation.

AT THE FRONT ENTRANCE

           
           

               

 
           

           
           

      

           
           

        

Visitors may notice this Khanda emblem. It has three parts reminding Sikhs 

that: 
- God has no beginning or end and embraces all creation (the circle)

- We must strive to uphold goodness and remember God’s infinite power 

(the double-edged sword in the middle)

- We must let the strength of wisdom and goodness guide our actions in the 

world (the two outer kirpans or ‘swords of grace and dignity’).

Find this emblem:  

This Sikh emblem, pronounced Ik Oankar, is in 

the Gurmukhi script. It tells us that God is One 

and All is God, since the Creator is ever present 

in creation.- . ‘ Ik ’ in Punjabi  means ‘one’.

‘Guru’ means teacher or enlightener. 

‘Dwar’ means gateway.  ‘Gurdwara’ or 

‘gurudwara’  means gateway to the Guru’s 

home. Inside the Gurdwara you will find the 

sacred scripture, which Sikhs regard and 

treat as ‘Guru’.

THE DOORS

THE KHANDA 

IN THE LOBBY

You may hear Guru Granth Sahib Ji (the sacred scripture) being 

recited. Look out for Sikhs exchanging greetings with folded hands.

One short greeting - ‘Sat Siri Akal’ - reminds Sikhs that 

God is Truth and that God’s spark is in each person you greet.

Did you also notice people touching the outside steps as they enter, or 

dusting shoes on the shelves? This shows respect and honour to those 

who have come to pay respects to the Guru. Page 1 of 4
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A VISIT TO A MUSLIM PLACE OF WORSHIP

BIRMINGHAM CENTRAL MOSQUE

180 Belgrave Middleway, Birmingham B12 0XS

W
Welcome to Central Mosque, Birmingham

Central Mosque is a an Islamic place of worship for 

Muslims .  ‘Islam’ comes from the Arabic word ‘ 

salama’ which means ‘peace’. A Muslim is a person 

who follows the religion of Islam. It is the second 

largest religion in the world.

In 1969 a decision was taken to build a mosque for 

the large community of Muslims in Birmingham. It 

took hard work and fundraising and in 1975, it was 

completed. 
It is one of the largest mosques in Europe and the 

UK with space for 6000 people. Central Mosque 

takes a leading role in uniting the Muslim 

Community. It has served the community well but in 

2021, a major programme is underway to enlarge 

and upgrade the building. 

The two symbols which identify this 

mosque in Birmingham are the 

dome and the minarets. These will 

still be a feature of the new building.

ENTRANCES 

There are separate entrances for men and for women. 

Some House Rules:

Shoes are removed as a mark of respect. 

Ladies cover their heads. 

Men are recommended to wear a hat.

People are quiet and calm in the mosque.

The dome represents the heavens. The minaret was traditionally 

used by a Muezzin. This is a person who makes an Arabic call to 

prayer. He would call the worshippers to the mosque reminding 

them to pray five times a day.

                

Devotees and visitors are welcomed by rangoli. 
These are traditional patterns made in 

bright colours on the ground at the 
entrance. In India, the patterns may be 

made in petals, coloured flour and rice at 
the entrance to homes. Here they are 

made in paints and chalks.

The East Tower creates 
a grand entrance.  It is 
the tallest building and 
acts like a beacon 
guiding people to the 
temple. At Balaji, priests 
live here.  Priests are 
scholars of Sanskrit, an 
ancient Indian language 
in which the Hindu holy 
books are written.

A VISIT TO A HINDU PLACE OF WORSHIP
SHRI VENKATESWARA (BALAJI) TEMPLE
Dudley Road East, Tividale, Oldbury, Birmingham B69 3DU

WELCOME TO THE BALAJI TEMPLE

AT THE ENTRANCE

There are two carved 
elephants at the 
entrance. In the Hindu 
religion, elephants are 
sacred animals, 
respected for their 
strength, gentleness and 
intelligence.  These elephants 
are used for ceremonial 
processions and special 
events.

When preparing for worship, a coconut is broken near this stone block as a 
symbol of getting rid of your 'outer shell' and being your true self. Everyone 

wears modest dress and removes their shoes as a sign of respect.

This is an example of Sanskrit
and means “you are welcome”.

The temple is a place of peace and provides space for prayer and meditation.  
There is the main temple, some shrines, a community centre and the Gandhi Peace Centre.
People of all faiths and backgrounds are welcome.  All are equal. 

Find
 India

on a map
of the world

Balaji Temple in Oldbury is a Hindu place of worship. Hinduism is one of the world’s oldest religions 
and is the largest religion in India where it began over 4000 years ago.  The name ‘Hindu’ comes from 
the river Sindhu in the Indus valley in northern India. In 1995, Hindus in the region raised money to 
buy some land and to build Balaji Temple to serve the community.  It is built in the style of Tirupathi 
(meaning ‘heaven on earth’) the most visited temple in India.

https://birmingham-faith-visits.theartssociety.org/ Page 1 of 4

Gurdwara served by GNNSJ
Birmingham Central Mosque

SCHOOL VISITS TO PLACES OF 
WORSHIP IN BIRMINGHAM 

https://birmingham-faith-visits.theartssociety.org 
Coordinator: Liz Dancey (birminghamfaithvisits@gmail.com)

  A resource to encourage children to be curious and reflective by focusing on the imagery, 
heritage and culture of six places of worship, to see similarities and to celebrate differences.

About Buildings The Story of a Building, 
Stained Glass Windows, Mosaics, Circles and 
Patterns

Symbols and Imagery in Sacred Spaces 
Bells and Gongs, Candles, Illuminated Letters, 
Flowers and Plants


Building Bridges with the Community: Time to 
Reflect, Stories to Share, Celebrations, Kindness 
Quilt, Painting on Rocks.

Supported by a generous grant from Westhill Endowment Trust,The Arts Society Birmingham 
has collaborated with six different places of worship, Birmingham Faith Leaders and other 
organisations to produce virtual tours, illustrated guides, quizzes and arts-related activities 
designed to enhance a school visit, or to support a virtual visit, to a place of worship for 
children 8 to 13 years.The resources may be downloaded free of charge.

Arts-related cross-curricular activities to 
complement the RE curriculum

Four-page illustrated guides and quizzes

https://birmingham-faith-visits.theartssociety.org
mailto:birminghamfaithvisits@gmail.com
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ACTIVITIES
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Cox

Computer Publishing:  Chris Smith of Technology made Simple 


The Arts Society: Dr Florian Schweizer (CEO), Rik Gadsby (Creative Director). Project co-ordinator Liz Dancey.


We are also grateful to several teachers especially Arefa Ravat, Joanne Rookes, Carolyn Shaw and Toni Woodward; Dr 
Peter Rookes (Secretary, Birmingham Council of Faiths);  Lat Blaylock (RE Today) and Adam Robertson (NATRE)  for 
support with promotion to schools.


Teachers are encouraged to access RE resources via the RE Today and NATRE websites:

www.retoday.org.uk     www.natre.org.uk

These resources may be downloaded free of charge. They are for educational purposes only and not for commercial use. 

SCHOOL VISITS TO PLACES OF 
WORSHIP IN BIRMINGHAM

Web site: birmingham-faith-visits.theartssociety.org/  
Email: birminghamfaithvisits@gmail.com
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